Aqueous sodium nitrite (3.00 g, 44.0 mmol) was added dropwise to an acetic acid solution (8 ml) of ethyl benzoylacetate (5 ml, 25.0 mmol). Slow evaporation of the solvent gave large transparent crystals of medium quality.
Experimental details
The hydrogen atoms of the molecules were placed at calculated positions and refined as riding using the SHELXL-97 defaults [1] . Many of the measured reflections are weak, resulting in a low data/parameter ratio and also high residual factors. This is related with a local pseudo center of symmetry in approx. 0.375,0.5,0.46.
Discussion
Oximes and their derivatives are important nitrogen containing intermediates in a large number of organic reactions, in particular as amine precursors in the synthesis of biologically relevant compounds [2, 3] , as linkers in solid phase organic synthesis [4, 5] or as intermediates in pyrroles synthesis [6] . The title compound, synonym ethyl a-oximinobenzoylacetate, was prepared as an intermediate in the synthesis of 4-acetyl-5-methyl-3-phenyl-1H-pyrrole-2-carboxylic acid ethyl ester [7] . There are two independent molecules in the asymmetric unit. Both molecules have similar conformations with atoms O3 to C2 lying approximately in a plane. The plane makes an angle of 73.3(2)°(for molecule A, 75.3(2)°for B) with the phenyl ring.
When viewed along the bond C4-C5, the molecules display a staggered conformation with C6 opposite to O4 and C3 opposite to N1. When viewed along C3-C4 or C5-C6, the molecules adopt a nearly eclipsed conformation. In both molecules, the C sp 2-C sp 2 bond C4-C5 is longer than the unconjugated value 1.484 Å [8] , showing a depletion of electrons. The molecules are linked together in chains by hydrogen bonds, O3A shares its hydrogen atom with N1B (d(O3A···N1B) = 2.994(8) Å) and also with O2B (d(O3A···O2B) = 3.018 (7) 
